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Blessed Sacrament’s Building & Grounds Crew has been busy this summer    

renovating our school’s library. It shouldn’t surprise anyone that improvements 

were needed. Most people probably didn’t give much thought to the school’s library 

but repairs became a necessity when some of the library’s book shelves fell apart 

in the summer of 2008. Thankfully, Erich Broer was able to repair the book shelves 

to last until replacement shelves could be found. Mrs. Kruger got right to work 

searching for the replacements but book shelves are expensive and buying new 

shelves was not in our already stressed budget. Money would have to be pulled 

from a different project since it had become a safety issue. That was the only    

option until the right person heard about our situation, and that person wanted to 

help. The question was this - What ALL needs to be done in the library and will 

$10,000 cover it?  WOW! With $10,000 and volunteer labor, we 

can do more than replace the broken book shelves we can 

make other library improvements too.  

A heart felt thank you to the person that donated the money 

and for all those that gave their time and talents this past   

summer in our library!  
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Inside this issue: 

Attention Kindergarten Families – the     

Kindergarten Kick-off Night at the      

Children’s Museum has been cancelled due 

to financial difficulties.  

Packet Pick-up for Blessed Sacrament 

School is Sunday August 9 from 9:00 am – 

1:00 pm in the school gym.  All families 

must pick-up packets to complete enroll-

ment. Anyone unable to attend Sunday, 

August 9 must come to school August 11-

14 or 17-18 between 8:15 am – 1:45 pm.    

See page two for more school news... 
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Packet Pick-Up                                      by Jennifer Nottlemann 

Special points of in-

terest: 

 Back to School Night is 

August 18th 

 Fest Quest 2009 is Sunday 

October 11th 

 If you would like to save 

the Parish time and 

money by receiving this 

newsletter via email 

rather than in the mail 

please email Paul Dion at 

pdion86@gmail.com 



In addition to getting enrollment packets, families can also: 

 Pay tuition and activity fees 

 Pick-up school uniforms purchased last April 

 Purchase hot lunch tickets 

 Volunteer to be a room parent 

 Enroll in extended care 

 Sign students up to play on a school athletic team 

 Join the athletic committee to coach a team 

 Enroll for Pre-School 

 Fest Quest is our annual parish festival held in early October. It is a one day event that includes fun and fellowship for 

our parish families. The day begins with lunch starting at noon and activities planned for the entire afternoon with the final 

excitement of Fr. Sullivan picking the winning raffle ticket immediately following the conclusion of the Live Auction.  

 Organizers work very hard each year planning activities that appeal to all members of our parish. For children 

younger than 5, there is an area on the school’s play ground that has riding toys with adult supervision free of charge. For 

school age kids, there are carnival games and inflatables. To keep the games simple, kids purchase a wrist band that gives 

them unlimited games. If we have not yet appealed to your taste, perhaps you will enjoy the Altar Society’s Calk Walk or 

playing a game of BINGO with the Knights of Columbus.  

 Fest Quest is all about fellowship. Many people spend the day visiting in the gym while enjoying some dessert pur-

chased in the Sweet Shop. With all the people that browse the Silent Auction gift baskets there are plenty of people to visit 

with. Excitement fills the gym around 3 pm with the bidding during the Live Auction. Some of the most popular items of past 

years have been the Hand Made Quilts donated by the Blessed Sacrament Quilters, Reserved Parking for Christmas Eve Mass, 

Wii Game Systems, hand tools, gas grills, a BOSE sound system and 

the list goes on and on. We have been blessed with so many wonderful 

donations over the years.  

 All of this fun is made possible by the dozens of volunteers it 

takes each year to pull this event off. Some people put in a couple 

hours of work the day of Fest Quest while others are on the committee 

that spends months planning the event. These people work with sub-

committees rounding up auction items and negotiating with suppliers. 

There are so many people that have been helping for years we can’t 

thank them enough for sharing their talents.  

Continued on page 7... 
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Fest Quest 2009                                                   by Amy Champoux and Angela Davenport 
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 Back to School Night is August 18, from 6 – 8 pm.  

All families with students in Pre-School through 8th grade 

are invited to attend. During this time, parents and students 

have a chance to meet their teachers, review the school year's 

agenda and see their classrooms. To help parents with 

small children, childcare will be available in Room 

206 for children in First Grade and under.   

 The Knights of Columbus will host an Ice Cream 

Social in the gym during this event. A perfect place 

for students to catch up with their school friends after 

summer break.  



After a decade of discussions, years of planning and fundraising and countless prayers, nearly 1.3 million listeners ς 

including hundreds of thousands in the Diocese of Lincoln ς can now hear Spirit Catholic Radio, KVSS,  on 102.7 FM. The 

switch came on Thursday, January 29. There was no particular spiritual significance to this date (unless one counts the 

Gospel reading of the day from Mark 4:21-нрΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ά!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŜŀǊǎ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊΧέύΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 

the day that all the paperwork was signed and the 102.7 FM signal at last came into the hands of Spirit Catholic Radio. 

The radio station has been broadcasting from its Omaha location for ten years on a 1,500 watt signal. In 2008, God sent 

a huge blessing in the form of an opportunity to purchase a 50,000 watt signal that is now reaching more than 1.3    

million people in eastern Nebraska and western Iowa. The station remains in Omaha, and maintains a Lincoln studio 

and office. 

Executive Director Jim Carroll and Lincoln Station Manager John Soukup have been impressed with the high level of 

support KVSS has received since going on the air in the Diocese of Lincoln. 

 

ά²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊΦ {ƻǳƪǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅΣ 

ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ннпм h {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ό{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 

across the parking lot to the building adjacent to Saint Louise Gift and Thrift, which will be the permanent location for 

Y±{{Ωǎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦύ 

 

Mr. Carroll recalled how when the last Care-a-Thon fundraiser was held in March, KVSS had been broadcasting on 

102.7 for less than 60 days. He was admittedly apprehensive about asking so many new listeners for contributions, but 

ƘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ άƧǳǎǘ ŦƭƻƻǊŜŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ  

 

ά²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ мнл ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƳŀƘŀ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΤ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 

ǇƭŜŘƎŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 

Mr. Soukup has also been able to secure underwriting from enthusiastic Lincoln-area businesses, and donations from 

new listeners. Volunteers have already begun to donate their time and talents to the station, and he has plenty of 

room for more helpers. 

 

What gratifies Mr. Soukup most, however, is the feedback he is getting from priests in the diocese. They report an   

increase in confessions, inquiries about RCIA, and interest in vocations to the priesthood and religious life. 

Spirit 102.7 FM: Your Catholic Radio Station                      by John Soukup 
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άL ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

back to the Church, and take lukewarm souls and set them on fire with the 

Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛōǊŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ     

ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦέ aǊΦ {ƻǳƪǳǇ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳπ

ǇŀŎǘΦέ  

Continued on page 7... 



This journey experience in Faith 

began in October 2008 when I 

was asked to be a sponsor for 

my grandsonôs Confirmation. 

Was I willing to go to the    

Monday night classes with him? 

It would entail reading, classes 

and commitment. A chance to 

share my Faith with a loved one 

was a joy for me.  

The book participants were 

given, ñThe Life in Christò, took 

us each week through Christôs 

message of Faith, Hope, Love, 

the Churchôs teachings and   

traditions.  

Father Sullivan, Father Kelly and 

Father Porada were helpful and 

prepared to answer all our  

questions and at no time were 

we made to feel out of place. In 

situations where more discus-

sions were needed or personal 

time was needed, an appoint-

ment was made to accommo-

date the matter.  

Information of the Churchôs   

history concerning times, events 

and interpretations were some 

of the topics of interest to me. 

There was not a single class that 

was not worth my time and the 

effort it took to be there. Meet-

ing the other participants was 

enjoyable, as were the wonder-

ful treats provided by the Legion 

of Mary.  

If you or anyone you know 

would be interested in a journey 

of Faith, I am sure considering 

the RCIA class would be a great 

benefit and great first step. 

RCIA is for people looking to join 

the Catholic faith as well as for 

Catholics that have a desire to 

learn more about the Catholic 

faith.  

CCD Registration will be August 1 - 2, and August 8 - 9, 2009.  Registrations will take place before and after each 

Mass. 

During the CCD Registration Weekends, tuition rates will be $35.00 dollars for an individual child, $70.00 dollars for 

two children or a family rate of $90.00 dollars.  These discounted tuition rates will only be available through August 9th.  

Tuition rates for registrations turned in after August 9th are $40.00 per child, or $100.00 per family. Mark your calendars 

and plan to stop by and register your children early for CCD.   Tuition assistance is also available. 

**Students enrolling in 2nd grade and 5th grade need to have a copy of their Baptismal certificate turned in with 

their student registration. 

Anyone with questions can contact Father Kelly, Father Sullivan at 474-4249, or CCD Coordinator Sheri 

King at 421-9008. 

RCIA - My Experience                by Charleen Smith 

CCD Registration Information 
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Some pictures from the end of year dinner celebration the most recent class held after their Confirmation. 



Q – What is CCD and what does it stand for? 

 A – Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) provides catechism for students that attend public schools in grades  

 1 through 8. It helps students learn more about God and their Catholic faith. 

Q – What program is available for students after 8th grade? 

 A – Godteens is a program available for students in grades 9 – 12. This includes those that attend Pius X,  public 

 high school and students that are home schooled. 

Q – When does Confirmation preparation begin? 

 A – Students are preparing for Confirmation from the time they are old enough to attend Holy Mass with their       

 parents. 

Q – Who are the primary educators of children regarding their Catholic faith? 

 A – Parents are the primary educator for their children’s spiritual matters. Public school students attend CCD to    

 supplement what parents teach at home and through participation in weekly Mass.  

Q – When is Confirmation? 

 A – For students in Blessed Sacrament School and those prepared to receive the sacrament through CCD,           

 Confirmation is generally held in March of the 5th grade school year.  

Q – What is the expectation regarding attendance to prepare for Confirmation? 

 A – Because Confirmation is held so early in the school year it is very important for all CCD students to attend 

 every CCD class prior to Confirmation. CCD students are required to fill a set number of stewardship hours for    

 Confirmation. Some of the hours must be to the direct benefit of Blessed Sacrament parish while other hours can be 

 for the good of the outside community.  

Q – What is there to know about the final year of Confirmation preparation for public school students? 

 A – CCD Confirmation preparation teachers look forward to meeting their students for the coming school year!    

 Confirmation preparation begins with the student’s earliest catechism and continues annually through 4th grade. At 

 the beginning of the 5th grade, students begin their final year of preparation. We refer to this year as “the Confirma-

 tion Class”. Parents of public school students that move into Lincoln from a diocese where the sacrament of        

 Confirmation is celebrated at a later age can choose to enroll their older student in the Confirmation Class of CCD or 

 they can talk to Fr. Sullivan about the option of enrolling in RCIA. Watch the weekly bulletin for information about 

 RCIA details.  While 5th grade is the final year preparing for Confirmation, it is not the final year of CCD, CCD   

 continues through 8th grade.  

Q – What do students learn during the final year of Confirmation Preparation through CCD? 

 A – Students learn how the prophets and prophesies of the Old Testament foreshadow the coming of Christ and the         

 sacraments. Students learn about the life of Christ, the life of Mary and the life of the Church. Students learn about 

 the Holy Spirit, how the Holy Spirit worked in the New Testament times and how the Holy Spirit continues to work 

 in our lives today. Students also learn about the Saints, Catholic teachings and religious concepts. With the help of 

 their parents at home, students learn required prayers. The plan is to have a good time learning, getting to know one 

 another and preparing for this awesome Sacrament of Confirmation. 

CCD & Confirmation Class Q & A                                        by Marcia Scott 
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Sunday June 14th was the day of the Second Annual Parish-wide Corpus Christi procession.  The procession started  

outside of the St Francis chapel on 12th and South and proceeded through the streets and parks to Blessed Sacrament.     

Directly following the conclusion of the procession was a potluck dinner held in the Blessed Sacrament school gym.      

A very special thank you to Melissa Tvrdy for providing these wonderful pictures. 

Second Annual Parish-wide Corpus Christi Procession 
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Library Renovation contôd...                             

Each summer, the Building & Grounds Crew completes a major project. Before the library renovation came along, they 
had planned to spend the summer of 2009 working in the school’s gym. But the safety of our students and the generous 
library donation brought a change of plans. The gym’s renovation will wait until 2010 which worked out for the best be-
cause renovating the gym is a bigger project than our crew first expected. It was recently determined the foundation on 
the southeast end of the “new” building is sinking causing structural damage. To fix this correctly, we must do some dirt 
work to raise the foundation then replace the gym floor. Thankfully, our Parent Teacher Association (formerly called 
Home & School) and our Athletic Committee members have been raising money for a new gym floor for several years. 
Those two groups together have the funds to pay for the floor. But the money to pay for the foundation repairs is still 
needed. Pushing the gym renovation off until 2010 gives us an extra year to raise the money. If you are interested in 
helping with the gym renovation, please call Holly Kruger  at 476-6202 or Fr. Sullivan  at 474-4249. Our gym serves our 
entire parish in many ways. The next time you walk into the gym ask yourself, what would we do without it? 



Spirit 102.7 contôd... 

 Fest Quest is our parish’s largest single fund raising event. In 2008, Fest Quest raised over $28,000. The money 

earned is typically used to pay for very large capital improvements. Thanks to the team work of so many Fest Quest has a long 

history of success. Ask any past volunteer, you will hear them say they found working during Fest Quest was a fun way to 

meet other parishioners. Many long term friendships started from people working together during Fest Quest.  

 For the past four years, Amy Champoux has been one of the Fest Quest chair persons and Angela Davenport is in her 

3rd year of co-chairing. Amy and Angela have done a great job for our parish and we are so grateful for them. While we would 

love for them to chair this event for many more years, we believe it is best to bring new people into the mix. After all, new 

people bring new ideas. Would you, or someone you know, be interested in shadowing Amy and Angela during the 2009 

event? This would help you prepare to take the leadership position in the future.  

 Fest Quest 2009 is scheduled for Sunday October 11, 2009. As always, it will be filled with numerous activities for    

children and adults.   

Can you help us make this yearôs event successful?   

If you are interested in being involved in any way, please contact Amy at 540-8373 or Angela at 420-2783.  

Fest Quest 2009 contôd... 
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Spirit 102.7 FM recently conducted a promotional blitz for Pentecost Sunday, which involved handing out new program guides, 

bumper stickers and over 7,500 yard signs for parishes in Lincoln, Omaha and some rural parishes in the coverage area. The yard 

signs were donated by event planner Lisa Marks, who has been a big proponent of Catholic radio, even before there was a signal in 

Lincoln. Spirit 102.7 FM Billboards can also be seen across the capital city and in Omaha.  

KVSS is a listener-supported, and a 501 (c) (3) non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ άtǊŀȅŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇƻǎǘƻƭŀǘŜ run-

ƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊΦ {ƻǳƪǳǇΦ άtǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǎƻ many 

listeners who are taking the opportunity to learn more about their faith and making sure others have that same opportunity for 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦέ  

KVSS can be found on the Internet at www.kvss.com. John Soukup can be contacted at 489-1005, 2241 O Street, Lincoln, Neb. 

68510.  

Information for this article was contributed by the Southern Nebraska Register. 

Pie Contest, judging by the Knights of Columbus Silent Auction Baskets 



SPRING CLEANING... 

Saturday April 4th was a day of Spring Cleaning for our church and the grounds of Blessed Sacrament. 

While many people were busy cleaning the inside of our church, several of our school's 3rd grade   

families worked together to clean up the school grounds.  

THANK YOU TO ALL THAT HELPED! 

Pastor 
Rev. John Sullivan  

 

Assistant Pastor  

Rev. Brendan Kelly 

 

In Residence 
Rev. Casey Porada 
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